
    
 

Sunday of Orthodoxy:  The Reading is from John 1:43-51  

At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip 

was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and he said to him, "We have 

found him of whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see."  

Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!"  

 

Nathanael said to him, "How do you know me?" Jesus answered him, "Before Philip called you, when you 

were under the fig tree, I saw you." Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are the son of God! You are the 

King of Israel!" Jesus answered him, "Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? 

You shall see greater things than these." And he said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven 

opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man." 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion Plagal 4th Tone 

You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and condescended to be buried for three days, so that from the 

passions You might set us free. Our life and resurrection, O Lord, glory be to You. 

 

 

Apolytikion in the Second Tone 

We worship Thine immaculate icon, O Good One, asking the forgiveness of our failings, O Christ our God; for of 

Thine own will Thou wast well-pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh, that Thou mightest deliver from slavery to 

the enemy those whom Thou hadst fashioned. Wherefore, we cry to Thee thankfully: Thou didst fill all things with 

joy, O our Saviour, when Thou camest to save the world. 

 

Discussion 

We have said before how we are all created in God’s image as it says in the Book of Genesis. So we are 

icons of God. God took our human form and image at His Nativity. Our Church Fathers tell us this why 

icons are important in our spiritual life: they are NOT the graven images that were foolishly worshipped by 

pagans.  

 

There were many conflicts and persecutions over icons until by the grace of God, icons were restored. 

The Sunday of Orthodoxy is the first Sunday of Great Lent. The dominant theme of this Sunday since 843 

has been that of the victory of the icons. In that year the iconoclastic controversy, which had raged on and 



off since 726, was finally laid to rest, and icons and their veneration were restored on the first Sunday in 

Lent. Ever since, this Sunday has been commemorated as the "Triumph of Orthodoxy." 

The decree of the Council for restoring icons to churches added an important clause which still stands at the 

foundation of the rationale for using and venerating icons in the Orthodox Church to this very day: 

 

 "We define that the holy icons, whether in colour, mosaic, or some other material, should be exhibited in 

the holy churches of God, on the sacred vessels and liturgical vestments, on the walls, furnishings, and in 

houses and along the roads, namely the icons of our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ, that of our Lady the 

Theotokos, those of the venerable angels and those of all saintly people. Whenever these representations are 

contemplated, they will cause those who look at them to commemorate and love their prototype. We define 

also that they should be kissed and that they are an object of veneration and honour (timitiki proskynisis), 

but not of real worship (latreia), which is reserved for Him Who is the subject of our faith and is proper for 

the divine nature. The veneration accorded to an icon is in effect transmitted to the prototype; he who 

venerates the icon, venerated in it the reality for which it stands". 

 


